K ONK OK YO: A RELIGION OF MEDIATION _
Spiritual exercise is more profitable than bodily exercise.3
Michi Oshie no T a ik o ， a " The Teachings of the Way "
There can be no love in the mouth if there is hatred in the heart. Those who believe should carry an amulet in their hearts. It is better to seek a kindred heart than to seek the well-born and the well-bred.
Whether your prayer is answered or not depends upon your own Ire art.
■ 丄 ne poorest of men are they who know neither the teachings of Kami nor the True Way.
Kami is without voice and without form. Because of this, some men vdll always doubt his existence. But doubt is a fearful tiling ; lay aside all doubtノ Shmjin no Kokowe; 0 Instructions concerning the Faith."
Even as a parent loves a worthless child with greater love， so Kami loves. those without xaith. Have faith and receive his favor.
Ten chi Kane no Kami is tolerant of all religions. Your faith shcu!cl r_ot be narrow ; it should be broacl. Think of the whole wiae world, for the world dwells witnm your mind.
If you would see Kami，step out into the garden. The sky above you and the earth beneath you is Kami. nave 士 aith. To have faith means to have your heart directed tcward tven though the children of Kami are in the 仏」 、 丨 ん 信 心 の 心 得 midst of the divine virtue, without faith they do not have the divine favor. A lamp filled with oil cannot be lit without a wick. If a lamp is not lit, the night remains darkness. With out faith, the world becomes darkness.
Have a plum blossom faith rather than a cherry blossom faith. The cherry blossom falls quickly; the plum blossom, having withstood adversity, endures.
It is better to purify the heart in faith than to wash the body in purification.
If you have faith, the unseen gifts of divine favor which you receive are greater than those which are seen ; the unknown gifts are more than those which are known. As you ponder this，you should understand that all things have occurred in your life because of the divine favor. A true believer is one with such a faith-5
Gorikai,a The Understanding."
The above quotations are taken from the scriptures of Konkokyo, still referred to as one of the traditional thirteen sects of Shinto. Konko-kyo draws attention to itself for various reasons.
It has within a century of its History deepened its vision and arisen from the level of a faith-healing sect to become one of the more noble in teaching of the popular expressions of Japan's old religion. It has repudiated the charm of the soothsayer ; it has debarred from its practice the jargon of incantation ; it has rejected from its life the power of magic to add to its
Ibid., pp. 31 ff.
ability, and it has sought its faith-referent in Tenchi Kane no Kami, the Parent Kami of the Great Universe.
Konko-kyo has been incongruously and differently described.
It has been described as a monotheism, an informal pantheism and a polytheism; its Kami has been called an omnipotent creator, an ever-loving god, and there are those who have found in it a tritheism. With none of these appellations is Koako-kyo concerned. Konko-kyo is the way of the Kami ancl, more particularly, the way of Tenchi Kane no Kami. Konko-kyo is not concerned with the secondary conceptual derivatives of its experience ; it is a religion of function and as such experience is prhiuiry. Though it has grown up as a sect under the shelter of Shinto ancl has taken the form of Shinto in its rites, prayers and ceremonial robes, it is according to its adherents " a new religion which arose in modem Japan without any essential relation to the religions, sects or religious movements that had existed and, as such, it has its unique province and mission."6
It has, in fact, both in point cf its supreme Kami and its ter-ciiings and articles of faith, its own characteristics based upon the experience of the founder and the message which became his upon his Kami-possession. It combines some of the more lofty elements of Japan's old (and still w n e w ， ， ) religion ar.d has been calied lt the fulSilment cf Shinto " ancl tc the Christianity of the Japanese nation." As such, it wants to be undt-TStocxl as an unique and universal religion. For others and for Bunjiro Kawate it was the cause of deep He was to abandon the occupation of his family, put aside the interest of self, and give assistance to Kami. The oracle com municated also with his wife to inform her that she was to consider herself a widow so that her husband could devote all his energies to the task of propagating to future generations and to the countless number of people who were troubled in his day, the way to prosperity through the " mutuality " of important, according to one Konko teacher, "kane" is related to " kaneru， e" meaning to combine， " "possess" or " include."
Thus, while the character remains the ideogram for " gold,"
"metal" or "money/' it relates itself to a word of similar pro nunciation which conveys the meaning of " include." This sym bol hacl also been long used in writing the name of Konjin which has ancl still causes a great deal of confusion and misunderstanding for the followers of Konko-kyo. It is used also for the " kon " of Konko-kyo and, if it has any meaning at all, it is the golden Because Kami and man became one, it remains no longer necessary to pray directly to Tenchi Kane no Kami. It is， indeed, less difficult to pray when prayer is directed to the person of him who mediates. It is easier to direct prayer to the divine movement " or " principle " of the founder or of the other great men who make up the Konko-kyo pantheon of Living Kami." It is recorded that the founder prayed to these who came to him as well as to his family for they were people filled with the " divine movement." The founder's lite was a preparation for mediation. His call from renchi Kane no Kami was a call to mediation between Kami and man. He was to serve in this capacity net as a wise and kindly counselor but as the direct representative and substitute of the Kami. He himself was the bearer of the divine will." His purpose ancl
those who followed him was to bring mankind to a correct understanding of and a right relationship to the will of Kami. The founder was the first to have received from Kami the information < Kstnrasea) that man lives within his own destined cycle (jnegurib) and needs only to break out of it to know the principle and the movement of the universe. Anyone can receive it, but it was the founder to whom this news first came. Kydten, op. cit., p. 32. It is no longer necessary to receive this information directly from Kami. Since the founder announced the Way, it can be had from mediation. Thus people today who are seeking wealth, health, and ennobled personality will seek through mediation the knowledge of the way of life. This knowledge and under standing brings bodily health, spiritual peace and mental happi ness. In a passage describing the founder's life as mediation the theologians of Konko-kyo have said :
The founder who was called upon to devote himself to the divine work，appropriated one of the rooms in his residence to "the hall of the divine presence" where he sat as " Kami's Intermediary， " living an assiduous life devoted to prayer and preaching for twenty-five years. He expounded earnestly the way of truth which he especially called " the path of salvation by the word." He denied all superstition and all belief in good ancl evil days and good and evil directions. By ex plaining how heaven and earth are man's eternal home, he taught the doctrine of true faith, bestowed the divine favor on those who prayed to the Kami' for mercy，relieved them of misery and anguish and showed them that it was in their power to lead full and happy lives. Thus setting himself the task of accomplishing the divine word, the founder finally attained the rank of Ikigami, " the living K a m i， " who though in the flesh, is one with God, and was given by God, the clivine name, Ikigami Konko Daijm, the Living Kami, Konko Daijin.
Having received the message of establishment, Bunjiro Kawate became the mediator between Tenchi Kane no Kami and his children. Though he was born a simple farmer and was barely able to read and write, he was the first, according to his I am very grateful to have conducted the service today for the grand festival dedicated to the founder and the Centennial Anniversary of the founding of our religion. It is a matter of gratitude that a way has been opend for Ikigam i KonkQ D aリ in's mediation thereby making it possible for Kami and men alike to be saved and to exist and that boundless blessing has been bestowed upon us these 100 years. We must here in a renewed state of mind understand Kami's will shown a. 教会 一 53 -in the 1859 Revelation and get the blessings whereby we can practice Konko-kyo^ teaching. In this connection I sincerely wish that the Movement for the Realization of Toritsugi and Training F aith " will be more eagerly pushed forward ; that new blessings be given on each new day upon our personal welfare and upon the functioning of the church and the management of the whole organization ; that all of us contribute more to the happiness and welfare of mankind. I hope you will share my wishes and cooperate.
-終-
